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1
SELECTING BETWEEN
HYDRATION-BASED SCANNING AND
STATELESS SCALE-OUT SCANNING TO
IMPROVE QUERY PERFORMANCE

BACKGROUND

As the technological capacity for organizations to create,
track, and retain information continues to grow, a variety of
different technologies for managing and storing large
amounts of data have been developed. Database systems, for
example, provide clients with many different specialized or
customized configurations of hardware and software to
manage stored information. However, the increasing
amounts of data that organizations must store and manage
often correspondingly increases both the size and complex-
ity of data storage and management technologies, like data-
base systems, which in turn escalate the cost of maintaining
the information. New technologies more and more seek to
reduce both the complexity and storage requirements of
maintaining data while simultaneously improving the effi-
ciency of data processing.

Data processing is often measured by the speed at which
requests to access data are performed. Different techniques
for accessing data may result in different data retrieval times,
depending on the type of access query and/or the location of
data to be accessed. For example, some types of data access
requests require intensive computational and storage access
workloads, while other types of data access requests may
only involve small amounts of work to process. A particular
data processing service may be able to perform certain parts
of a query (e.g., a table scan) faster than another data
processing service. However, a different data processing
service may be able to perform other parts of the query
faster, due to different techniques and/or architecture used
by the different data processing service. Furthermore, the
query performance that may be achieved by a given data
processing service may change, depending on factors such
as the amount of data cached by the service at a given time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a logical block diagram of selecting
between hydration-based scanning and stateless scale-out
scanning to improve query performance, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 2 is a logical block diagram illustrating a provider
network offering data processing services that implement
selecting between hydration-based scanning and stateless
scale-out scanning to improve query performance, according
to some embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a logical block diagram of a data warehouse
service implementing primary and secondary processing
clusters that utilize a stateless data processing service to
perform sub-queries to remote data via query engines hosted
in a stateless data processing service, according to some
embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a logical block diagram illustrating a stateless
data processing service, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 5 is a logical block diagram illustrating an example
of table scan management at a primary cluster of a data
warehouse service, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a logical block diagram illustrating an example
of selecting between hydration-based scanning and stateless
scale-out scanning to improve query performance, according
to some embodiments.
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FIG. 7 is a high-level flowchart illustrating methods and
techniques to implement selecting between hydration-based
scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 8 is a high-level flowchart illustrating methods and
techniques to implement selecting between hydration-based
scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance, according to some embodiments.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example system that implements the
various methods, techniques, and systems described herein,
according to some embodiments.

While embodiments are described herein by way of
example for several embodiments and illustrative drawings,
those skilled in the art will recognize that embodiments are
not limited to the embodiments or drawings described. It
should be understood, that the drawings and detailed
description thereto are not intended to limit embodiments to
the particular form disclosed, but on the contrary, the inten-
tion is to cover all modifications, equivalents and alterna-
tives falling within the spirit and scope as defined by the
appended claims. The headings used herein are for organi-
zational purposes only and are not meant to be used to limit
the scope of the description or the claims. As used through-
out this application, the word “may” is used in a permissive
sense (i.e., meaning having the potential to), rather than the
mandatory sense (i.e., meaning must). Similarly, the words
“include,” “including,” and “includes” mean including, but
not limited to.

It will also be understood that, although the terms first,
second, etc. may be used herein to describe various ele-
ments, these elements should not be limited by these terms.
These terms are only used to distinguish one element from
another. For example, a first contact could be termed a
second contact, and, similarly, a second contact could be
termed a first contact, without departing from the scope of
the present invention. The first contact and the second
contact are both contacts, but they are not the same contact.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The systems and methods described herein may be
employed in various combinations and in various embodi-
ments to implement selecting between hydration-based
scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance. In embodiments, the ability to dynamically
select different data retrieval techniques for different opera-
tions (e.g., table scans and associated operations) of a
database query may improve the performance (e.g., reduce
retrieval time of data/query results), compared to traditional
querying techniques.

The ability to rapidly scale hardware resources according
to client/user demand is one of the advantages of using
“cloud” systems (e.g., provider networks). Yet for data
processing services offered by a provider network that may
have a large amount of client data cached on local disks
and/or in memory, adjusting cluster sizes may result in a
penalty to query performance. This is often due to the
time/cost of warming local disk and/or memory caches from
“cold” cloud storage services. This “cold start” performance
degradation may limit a system’s ability to deliver fast
performance when hardware resources change. Therefore,
clients may be discouraged from pausing or adjusting the
size of their cluster, in order to avoid the performance
penalty of a cold start.

In a “serverless” context (e.g., a scalable service that may
instantiate new instances to scale up for an increased work-
load), the provider network makes provisioning decisions
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based on an input workload. To provide good performance
to the client/customer, a cloud provider may keep warmed
nodes active during periods of inactivity. However, the cloud
provider must keep idle workers running in order to deliver
good performance to the user when queries resume, result-
ing in additional costs. Keeping idle nodes active indefi-
nitely may be infeasibly expensive, and the associated
machines will eventually be shut down. When the next query
arrives, the user will see the cold start query performance,
which may be far below the query performance when caches
are warm. Therefore, the cloud provider may be forced to
play a balancing act between cost and delivering high query
performance to its clients. In embodiments, if cold start
performance matched (or was close to) warm performance,
then the cost associated with resizing or pausing clusters
may be greatly reduced.

In various embodiments, by leveraging a large multi-
tenant stateless cluster shared among any number of clients,
the gap between cold start and warm performance may be
significantly decreases. Dedicated clusters of a “stateful”
data processing service may delegate certain table scans
(and associated query operations, such as aggregations,
filtering, projection, etc.) to a cluster of a “stateless” scalable
data processing service if the data resides in a shared storage
location. In embodiments, the stateful service may hydrate
(e.g., copy) table data to a local data cache and execute scans
on the client’s cluster, or delegate the table scan operation to
execute on the shared “stateless” scalable data processing
fleet, sending the results to the user’s stateful cluster. With
the stateless scalable data processing fleet, the client/user
may gain access to massive aggregate bandwidth not present
on their dedicated cluster. Therefore, executing a scan using
the stateless scalable data processing service may be sig-
nificantly faster than rehydrating data to the client’s cluster.

In embodiments, by using a combination of stateless and
stateful models of analytical query processing, the elasticity
of stateless processing may be obtained, along with the
performance of dedicated stateful cluster. By using a com-
bination of user dedicated stateful clusters with data cached
on local disks of a data cache and the stateless multi-tenant
scalable cluster, users may obtain the performance of locally
cached data, but on cold start, may take advantage of the
high network throughput and vast compute resources of the
stateless scalable cluster. This may ameliorate the cold start
issue, pushing cold start performance significantly closer to
warm performance (and in some cases, match or exceed
warm performance). In various embodiments, using a state-
less scalable data processing service to improve cold start
performance when a cluster is restarted or resized provides
users the performance of a warm cluster while retaining the
elasticity of a scalable service. In various embodiments, a
“table scan” may refer to the table scan operation as well as
the associated query operations that are performed on the
data from the table scan (e.g., filtering, projection, aggrega-
tion, partial aggregation and/or any other type of query
operation that may be specified for a table scan). Therefore,
the phrase “table scan,” in embodiments, may be considered
to represent a table scan and associated operations for the
table scan.

In various embodiments, the components illustrated in the
figures may be implemented directly within computer hard-
ware, as instructions directly or indirectly executable by
computer hardware (e.g., a microprocessor or computer
system), or using a combination of these techniques. For
example, the components of the figures may be implemented
by a system that includes one or more computing nodes, in
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one embodiment, each of which may be similar to the
computer system embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9 and
described below.

This specification begins with a description of a system
for selecting between hydration-based scanning and state-
less scale-out scanning to improve query performance.

A number of different methods and techniques to imple-
ment selecting between hydration-based scanning and state-
less scale-out scanning to improve query performance, some
of' which are illustrated in accompanying flowcharts. Finally,
a description of an example computing system upon which
the various components, modules, systems, and/or tech-
niques described herein may be implemented is provided.
Various examples are provided throughout the specification.

FIG. 1 illustrates a logical block diagram of selecting
between hydration-based scanning and stateless scale-out
scanning to improve query performance, according to some
embodiments. Stateful data processing service 102 may be
a query processing service, application, or system of one or
multiple components (e.g., a processing cluster as discussed
below that includes one or multiple processing nodes or a
single node query engine) that can perform queries, such as
a query to a database, by accessing database data 104, in
some embodiments.

At least a portion of database data 104 may be stored or
co-located with the stateful data processing service 102 in
some embodiments (e.g., in attached storage as described
below in FIG. 5) or may be a separate data store (e.g.,
network attached storage and/or a separate storage service),
in some embodiments. As shown, the stateful data process-
ing service 102 include a data cache 106 that may store data
from any number of tables stored in database data 104. Also
shown is a table scans manager 108, which may select and
route at least some table scan(s) of a query to a stateless data
processing service 110 for processing and/or perform other
(remaining) table scan(s) of the query locally on the data
cache 106. Although a table scan is discussed herein, in
various embodiments, the table scans manager 108 may
handle any other type of database operation of a query in the
same or similar manner (e.g., selecting the operation, routing
the operation, performing the operation locally, etc.). Data-
base data 104 may be stored for various types of databases
to which queries may be performed (e.g., relational, non-
relational, NoSQL, document, graph, etc.), in some embodi-
ments. FIGS. 3-6, for instance, discuss a data warehouse
style database that stores database data, as well as other data
stores, such as object-based storage service 330 (which may
be general data stores which store data in other types or
formats of data in addition to database data.)

In some embodiments, a stateless data processing service
110 may perform any number of table scans of the query.
The stateless data processing service 110 may be a scalable
and/or stateless query processing service, application, or
system of one or multiple components (e.g., including any
number of processing nodes) that can perform queries, such
as a query to a database, by accessing database data 104, in
some embodiments.

The stateful data processing service 102 (e.g., the table
scans manager 108) may implement selecting between
hydration-based scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to
improve query performance. In the example embodiment,
the table scans manager 108 of the stateful data processing
service 102 receives a query from a client (e.g., from one of
any number of different clients of the stateful data process-
ing service). The query may indicate/include any number of
table scans to be performed on a plurality of tables of the
database. The stateful data processing service 102 may
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select, based on any number of criteria, one or more table
scans from among any number of table scans indicated by
the query. The stateful data processing service 102 may then
send an indication of the one or more selected table scans to
the stateless data processing service 110.

In embodiments, for any given table scan indicated by the
query, the stateful data processing service 102 may deter-
mine whether an amount of time to perform the table scan
by the stateless data processing service 110 will be less than
(e.g., is predicted/estimated to be less than, based on meet-
ing the one or more criteria) an amount of time to perform
the table scan by the stateful data processing service 102. If
the stateful data processing service 102 determines that the
amount of time to perform the table scan by the stateless data
processing service 110 will be less, then the stateful data
processing service 102 will select the table scan as one of the
table scans of the query to be performed by the stateless data
processing service 110 instead of the stateful data processing
service 102.

In various embodiments, the stateful data processing
service 102 may determine whether any number of criteria
have been met for a given table scan in order for the stateful
data processing service 102 to select the table scan as one of
the table scans to be processed by the stateless data pro-
cessing service 110. In embodiments, to select the table scan,
the stateful data processing service 102 may determine that
a size of a table to be scanned by the table scan is above a
threshold size and/or a number of requests to be made by the
stateless data processing service to perform the table scan is
above a threshold number (e.g., requests submitted to the
database concurrently/in parallel). In embodiments, it may
be the case that scans directed to relatively large tables may
be processed faster by the stateless data processing service
110 than the stateful service. In some embodiments, if the
stateless data processing service makes a larger number of
parallel requests, then it will process a table scan faster than
if it uses a smaller number of requests.

The stateful data processing service 102 may determine
whether any number of other criteria have been met for a
given table scan in order to select the table scan as one of the
table scans to be processed by the stateless data processing
service 110. For example, the stateful data processing ser-
vice 102 may determine that no data of the table to be
scanned by the table scan is stored by the stateful data
processing service (e.g., in the data cache) and/or an amount
of data of the table to be scanned by the table scan that is
stored by the stateful data processing service is less than a
threshold amount. As another example, the stateful data
processing service 102 may determine that an amount of
data that will be returned by the table scan (or predicted/
estimated to be returned) is less than a threshold amount. As
another example, the stateful data processing service 102
may determine that compute resource usage to perform the
at least one table scan is above a threshold amount.

In some embodiments, the execution history of any num-
ber of table scans that were previously performed by the
stateful data processing service 102 and/or the stateless data
processing service 110 may be used by the service 102 to
determine whether to select a given table scan. For example,
the stateful data processing service 102 may determine,
based on an execution history of previous table scans that
were performed on a particular table by the stateful data
processing service 102 and the stateless data processing
service 110, that an amount of time to perform a table scan
on the table by the stateless data processing service 110 will
be less than (e.g., is predicted/estimated to be less than) an
amount of time to perform the table scan by the stateful data
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processing service 102. This may be the case, for example,
if most or all of the previously performed table scans for the
table were performed faster by the stateless data processing
service 110 than by the stateful data processing service 102.

The stateful data processing service 102 may send an
indication of each of the selected table scans to the stateless
data processing service 110. The stateless data processing
service 110 may receive the indication of each table scan and
perform each table scan on respective tables of the database
to generate one or more results. The stateless data processing
service 110 may then send the one or more results to the
stateful data processing service. In embodiments, the data
from the respective tables is not maintained by the stateless
data processing service 110 (e.g., there is no cache or other
data store that retains/stores the results or any other data
from the tables that were scanned). In embodiments, this is
due to the multi-tenant and scalable nature of the stateless
data processing service 110. Due to the multi-tenant nature
of the stateless service, in embodiments, the same node, fleet
of nodes, and/or other resources of the stateless service that
were used for table scans for one client may subsequently be
used by a different client for performing different table scans
on a different database of the different client. In some
embodiments, at least some of the table data and/or result
data may be cached at the stateless data processing service
for use by the same client.

The stateful data processing service 102 may receive the
one or more results from the stateless data processing
service 110. The stateful data processing service 102 may
generate a query result based at least on the one or more
results (e.g., the query result may include the one or more
results). The stateful data processing service 102 may then
send the query result to the client. In embodiments, the
stateful data processing service 102 may also perform any
number of other table scans of the query (e.g., the remaining
table scans that were not selected for processing by the
stateless data processing service 110. For each of the other
table scans, the stateful data processing service 102 may
copy, from the database to the data cache 106, at least a
portion of the table to be used for the table scan. The stateful
data processing service 102 may then perform each of the
other table scans on the data cache 106 (e.g., on the copied
table(s)) to generate one or more other results. The stateful
data processing service 102 may then generate a query result
based at least on the one or more results and the one or more
other results and send the query result to the client.

In various embodiments, the data cache 106 may already
store some or all of a table that needs to be scanned (e.g., the
table was previously copied for a previous query). There-
fore, the stateful data processing service 102 may perform
the table scan on the data cache 106, without the need to first
copy the table from the database data 104. Please note that
the previous description of a stateful data processing service,
stateless data processing service, database data, and perfor-
mance of table scans/queries is a logical description and thus
is not to be construed as limiting as to the implementation of
a stateful data processing service, stateless data processing
service, database data, and performance of table scans/
queries, or portions thereof.

FIG. 2 is a logical block diagram illustrating a provider
network offering data processing services that implement
selecting between hydration-based scanning and stateless
scale-out scanning to improve query performance, according
to some embodiments. Provider network 200 may be a
private or closed system or may be set up by an entity such
as a company or a public sector organization to provide one
or more services (such as various types of cloud-based
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storage) accessible via the Internet and/or other networks to
clients 250. Provider network 200 may be implemented in a
single location or may include numerous data centers host-
ing various resource pools, such as collections of physical
and/or virtualized computer servers, storage devices, net-
working equipment and the like (e.g., computing system 900
described below with regard to FIG. 9), needed to imple-
ment and distribute the infrastructure and storage services
offered by the provider network 200. In some embodiments,
provider network 200 may implement various computing
resources or services, such as a stateful data processing
service(s) 210, (e.g., a map reduce service, a data warchouse
service, and/or other large scale data processing services or
database services), stateless data processing service(s) 220,
and data storage service(s) 230 (e.g., object storage services
or block-based storage services that may implement a cen-
tralized data store for various types of data), and/or any other
type of network based services (which may include a virtual
compute service and various other types of storage, process-
ing, analysis, communication, event handling, visualization,
and security services not illustrated). In embodiments, the
provider network may offer any number of the above ser-
vices to clients (e.g., any number of different types of
stateful data processing services, stateless data processing
services, and/or data storage services that may differ in
functionality, performance, cost, etc.).

In various embodiments, the components illustrated in
FIG. 2 may be implemented directly within computer hard-
ware, as instructions directly or indirectly executable by
computer hardware (e.g., a microprocessor or computer
system), or using a combination of these techniques. For
example, the components of FIG. 2 may be implemented by
a system that includes a number of computing nodes (or
simply, nodes), each of which may be similar to the com-
puter system embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9 and described
below. In various embodiments, the functionality of a given
system or service component (e.g., a component of stateful
data processing service 210, stateless data processing ser-
vice 220, or data storage service 230) may be implemented
by a particular node or may be distributed across several
nodes. In some embodiments, a given node may implement
the functionality of more than one service system compo-
nent (e.g., more than one data store component).

Stateful data processing services 210 may be various
types of data processing services that perform general or
specialized data processing functions (e.g., anomaly detec-
tion, machine learning, data mining, big data querying, or
any other type of data processing operation). For example,
in at least some embodiments, stateful data processing
services 210 may include a map reduce service that creates
clusters of processing nodes that implement map reduce
functionality over data stored in the map reduce cluster as
well as data stored in one of data storage services 230. In
another example, stateful data processing service(s) 210
may include various types of database services (both rela-
tional and non-relational) for storing, querying, and updating
data. Such services may be enterprise-class database sys-
tems that are highly scalable and extensible. Queries may be
directed to a database in stateful data processing service(s)
210 that is distributed across multiple physical resources,
and the database system may be scaled up or down on an as
needed basis. The database system may work effectively
with database schemas of various types and/or organiza-
tions, in different embodiments. In some embodiments,
clients/subscribers may submit queries in a number of ways,
e.g., interactively via an SQL interface to the database
system. In other embodiments, external applications and
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programs may submit queries using Open Database Con-
nectivity (ODBC) and/or Java Database Connectivity
(JDBC) driver interfaces to the database system. For
instance, stateful data processing service(s) 210 may imple-
ment, in some embodiments, a data warehouse service, such
as discussed below with regard to FIG. 3 that utilizes another
data processing service, such as stateless data processing
service 220, to execute portions of queries or other access
requests with respect to data that is stored in a remote data
store, such as data storage service(s) 230 (or a data store
external to provider network 200) to implement distributed
data processing for distributed data sets.

Stateless data processing service 220, as discussed in
more detail below with regard to FIGS. 3-6, may provide a
service supporting many different data or file formats for
data stored in a centralized data store, like one (or more) of
data storage service(s) 230 including data stored in the file
formats supported by data processing service(s) 210. Instead
of reformatting (if the format of data in remote storage is not
supported by the stateful data processing service(s) 210) and
moving data from data storage service(s) 230 into the
stateful data processing service(s) 210, stateless data pro-
cessing service 220 may efficiently read data from data
storage service(s) 230 according to the data format in which
the data is already stored in data storage service(s) 230.
Stateless data processing service 220 may perform requested
operations, such as scan operations that filter or project data
results, aggregation operations that aggregate data values
and provide partial or complete aggregation results, sorting,
grouping, or limiting operations that organize or reduce the
determined data results from data in data storage service(s)
230 in order to minimize the amount of data transferred out
of data storage service(s) 230.

For example, stateless data processing service 220 may
execute different operations that are part of a larger query
plan generated at a stateful data processing service 210 and
provide results to the stateful data processing service 210 by
relying upon requests from data processing service(s) 210 to
determine the different operations to perform. In this way,
stateless data processing service 220 may be implemented as
a dynamically scalable and stateless data processing service
that is fault tolerant without the need to support complex
query planning and execution for multiple different data
formats. Instead, stateless data processing service 230 may
offer a set of data processing capabilities to access data
stored in a wide variety of data formats (which may not be
supported by different stateful data processing service(s)
210) that can be programmatically initiated on behalf of
another data processing client, such as stateful data process-
ing service 210.

Data storage service(s) 230 may implement different
types of data stores for storing, accessing, and managing
data on behalf of clients 250 as a network-based service that
enables clients 250 to operate a data storage system in a
cloud or network computing environment. Data storage
service(s) 230 may also include various kinds of object or
file data stores for putting, updating, and getting data objects
or files. For example, one data storage service 230 may be
an object-based data store that allows for different data
objects of different formats or types of data, such as struc-
tured data (e.g., database data stored in different database
schemas), unstructured data (e.g., different types of docu-
ments or media content), or semi-structured data (e.g.,
different log files, human-readable data in different formats
like JavaScript Object Notation (JSON) or Extensible
Markup Language (XML)) to be stored and managed
according to a key value or other unique identifier that
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identifies the object. In at least some embodiments, data
storage service(s) 230 may be treated as a data lake. For
example, an organization may generate many different kinds
of data, stored in one or multiple collections of data objects
in a data storage service 230. The data objects in the
collection may include related or homogenous data objects,
such as database partitions of sales data, as well as unrelated
or heterogeneous data objects, such as audio files and web
site log files. Data storage service(s) 230 may be accessed
via programmatic interfaces (e.g., APIs) or graphical user
interfaces. For example, stateless data processing service
220 may access data objects stored in data storage services
via the programmatic interfaces (as discussed below with
regard to FIGS. 5-6).

Generally speaking, clients 250 may encompass any type
of client that can submit network-based requests to provider
network 200 via network 260, including requests for storage
services (e.g., a request to query a data processing service
210, or a request to create, read, write, obtain, or modify data
in data storage service(s) 230, etc.). For example, a given
client 250 may include a suitable version of a web browser,
or may include a plug-in module or other type of code
module that can execute as an extension to or within an
execution environment provided by a web browser. Alter-
natively, a client 250 may encompass an application such as
a database application (or user interface thereof), a media
application, an office application or any other application
that may make use of stateful data processing service(s) 210,
stateless data processing service 220, or storage resources in
data storage service(s) 230 to store and/or access the data to
implement various applications. In some embodiments, such
an application may include sufficient protocol support (e.g.,
for a suitable version of Hypertext Transfer Protocol
(HTTP)) for generating and processing network-based ser-
vices requests without necessarily implementing full
browser support for all types of network-based data. That is,
client 250 may be an application that can interact directly
with provider network 200.

In some embodiments, client 250 may generate network-
based services requests according to a Representational
State Transfer (REST)-style network-based services archi-
tecture, a document- or message-based network-based ser-
vices architecture, or another suitable network-based ser-
vices architecture.

In some embodiments, a client 250 may provide access to
provider network 200 to other applications in a manner that
is transparent to those applications. For example, client 250
may integrate with an operating system or file system to
provide storage on one of data storage service(s) 230 (e.g.,
a block-based storage service). However, the operating
system or file system may present a different storage inter-
face to applications, such as a conventional file system
hierarchy of files, directories and/or folders. In such an
embodiment, applications may not need to be modified to
make use of the storage system service model. Instead, the
details of interfacing to the data storage service(s) 230 may
be coordinated by client 250 and the operating system or file
system on behalf of applications executing within the oper-
ating system environment. Similarly, a client 250 may be an
analytics application that relies upon stateful data processing
service(s) 210 to execute various queries for data already
ingested or stored in the data processing service (e.g., such
as data maintained in a data warehouse service, like data
warehouse service 300 in FIG. 3 below) or data stored in a
data lake hosted in data storage service(s) 230 by performing
federated data processing between the data processing ser-
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vice 210 and stateless data processing service 220 (as
discussed below with regard to FIG. 5).

Clients 250 may convey network-based services requests
(e.g., access requests to read or write data may be directed
to data in data storage service(s) 230, or operations, tasks, or
jobs, such as queries, being performed as part of stateful data
processing service(s) 210) to and receive responses from
provider network 200 via network 260. In various embodi-
ments, network 260 may encompass any suitable combina-
tion of networking hardware and protocols necessary to
establish network-based-based communications between
clients 250 and provider network 200. For example, network
260 may generally encompass the various telecommunica-
tions networks and service providers that collectively imple-
ment the Internet. Network 260 may also include private
networks such as local area networks (LANs) or wide area
networks (WANs) as well as public or private wireless
networks. For example, both a given client 250 and provider
network 200 may be respectively provisioned within enter-
prises having their own internal networks. In such an
embodiment, network 260 may include the hardware (e.g.,
modems, routers, switches, load balancers, proxy servers,
etc.) and software (e.g., protocol stacks, accounting soft-
ware, firewall/security software, etc.) necessary to establish
a networking link between given client 250 and the Internet
as well as between the Internet and provider network 200. It
is noted that in some embodiments, clients 250 may com-
municate with provider network 200 using a private network
rather than the public Internet. In some embodiments, clients
of stateful data processing services 210, stateless data pro-
cessing service 220, and/or data storage service(s) 230 may
be implemented within provider network 200 (e.g., an
application hosted on a virtual computing resource that
utilizes a stateful data processing service 210 to perform
database queries) to implement various application features
or functions and thus various features of client(s) 250
discussed above may be applicable to such internal clients as
well.

In at least some embodiments, one of stateful data pro-
cessing service(s) 210 may be a data warehouse service.
FIG. 3 is a logical block diagram of a data warchouse service
implementing primary and secondary processing clusters
that utilize a stateless data processing service to perform
sub-queries (e.g., selected table scan(s) and associated
operations) to remote data via query engines hosted in a
stateless data processing service, according to some embodi-
ments. A data warehouse service, such as data warehouse
service 300, may offer clients a variety of different data
management services, according to their various needs. In
some cases, clients may wish to store and maintain large of
amounts data, such as sales records marketing, management
reporting, business process management, budget forecast-
ing, financial reporting, website analytics, or many other
types or kinds of data. A client’s use for the data may also
affect the configuration of the data management system used
to store the data. For instance, for certain types of data
analysis and other operations, such as those that aggregate
large sets of data from small numbers of columns within
each row, a columnar database table may provide more
efficient performance. In other words, column information
from database tables may be stored into data blocks on disk,
rather than storing entire rows of columns in each data block
(as in traditional database schemes). The following discus-
sion describes various embodiments of a relational columnar
database system. However, various versions of the compo-
nents discussed below as may be equally adapted to imple-
ment embodiments for various other types of relational
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database systems, such as row-oriented database systems.
Therefore, the following examples are not intended to be
limiting as to various other types or formats of database
systems.

In some embodiments, storing table data in such a colum-
nar fashion may reduce the overall disk I/O requirements for
various queries and may improve analytic query perfor-
mance. For example, storing database table information in a
columnar fashion may reduce the number of disk 1/O
requests performed when retrieving data into memory to
perform database operations as part of processing a query
(e.g., when retrieving all of the column field values for all of
the rows in a table) and may reduce the amount of data that
needs to be loaded from disk when processing a query.
Conversely, for a given number of disk requests, more
column field values for rows may be retrieved than is
necessary when processing a query if each data block stored
entire table rows. In some embodiments, the disk require-
ments may be further reduced using compression methods
that are matched to the columnar storage data type. For
example, since each block contains uniform data (i.e., col-
umn field values that are all of the same data type), disk
storage and retrieval requirements may be further reduced
by applying a compression method that is best suited to the
particular column data type. In some embodiments, the
savings in space for storing data blocks containing only field
values of a single column on disk may translate into savings
in space when retrieving and then storing that data in system
memory (e.g., when analyzing or otherwise processing the
retrieved data).

Data warehouse service 300 may be implemented by a
large collection of computing devices, such as customized or
off-the-shelf computing systems, servers, or any other com-
bination of computing systems or devices, such as the
various types of systems 900 described below with regard to
FIG. 9. Different subsets of these computing devices may be
controlled by control plane 310. Control plane 310, for
example, may provide a cluster control interface to clients or
users who wish to interact with the processing clusters 320
managed by control plane 310. For example, control plane
310 may generate one or more graphical user interfaces
(GUIs) for storage clients, which may then be utilized to
select various control functions offered by the control inter-
face for the processing clusters 320 hosted in the data
warehouse service 300. Control plane 310 may provide or
implement access to various metrics collected for the per-
formance of different features of data warehouse service
300, including processing cluster performance and the met-
rics collected with respect to result cache performance for
sub-queries by cache management, in some embodiments.

As discussed above, various clients (or customers, orga-
nizations, entities, or users) may wish to store and manage
data using a data management service. Processing clusters
may respond to various requests, including write/update/
store requests (e.g., to write data into storage) or queries for
data (e.g., such as a Server Query Language request (SQL)
for particular data), as discussed below with regard to FIG.
5, along with many other data management or storage
services. Multiple users or clients may access a processing
cluster to obtain data warehouse services. In at least some
embodiments, a data warehouse service 300 may provide
network endpoints to the clusters which allow the clients to
send requests and other messages directly to a particular
cluster. Network endpoints, for example may be a particular
network address, such as a URL, which points to a particular
cluster. For instance, a client may be given the network
endpoint “http:/mycluster.com” to send various request
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messages to. Multiple clients (or users of a particular client)
may be given a network endpoint for a particular cluster.
Various security features may be implemented to prevent
unauthorized users from accessing the clusters. Conversely,
a client may be given network endpoints for multiple
clusters.

Processing clusters, such as processing clusters 320 and
340, hosted by the data warehouse service 300 may provide
an enterprise-class database query and management system
that allows users to send data processing requests to be
executed by the clusters 320, such as by sending a query to
a cluster control interface implemented by the network-
based service. Processing clusters 320 may perform data
processing operations with respect to data stored locally in
a processing cluster, as well as remotely stored data. For
example, object-based storage service 330 may be a data
storage service 230 implemented by provider network 200
that stores remote data, such as backups or other data of a
database stored in a cluster. In some embodiments, database
data may not be stored locally in a processing cluster 320 but
instead may be stored in object-based storage service 330
(e.g., with data being partially or temporarily stored in
processing cluster 320 to perform queries). Queries sent to
a processing cluster 320 (or routed/redirect/assigned/allo-
cated to processing cluster(s) 340 from processing cluster(s)
320) may be directed to local data stored in the processing
cluster and/or remote data. Therefore, processing clusters
may implement local data processing, such as local data
processing 322 and 342, (discussed below with regard to
FIGS. 5 and 6) to plan and execute the performance of
queries with respect to local data in the processing cluster,
as well as a remote data processing client, such as remote
data processing clients 324 and 344, to direct execution of
different sub-queries (e.g., operations determined as part of
the query plan generated at the processing cluster 320) that
are assigned to stateless data processing service 220 with
respect to processing remote database data 332).

In some embodiments, data warehouse service 300 may
implement primary clusters 330 and secondary cluster pool
350. Primary clusters 330 may be reserved, allocated, per-
manent, or otherwise dedicated processing resources that
store and/or provide access to a database for a client of data
warehouse service 300, in some embodiments. Secondary
cluster pool 350 may be a set of warmed, pre-configured,
initialized, or otherwise prepared clusters which may be on
standby to provide additional query performance capacity
for a primary cluster 330. Control plane 310 may manage
secondary cluster pool 350 by managing the size of second-
ary cluster pool 350 (e.g., by adding or removing processing
clusters 340 based on demand). Control plane 310 may
determine the capabilities or configuration (which may be
different) of processing cluster(s) 340 in secondary cluster
pool 350 (e.g., maintaining a number of 10 node clusters, 15
node clusters, 20 node clusters, etc.). Processing clusters 340
in secondary cluster pool 350 may be obtained or provi-
sioned for a primary cluster 330, as discussed in detail below
with regard to FIG. 8.

As databases are created, updated, and/or otherwise modi-
fied, snapshots, copies, or other replicas of the database at
different states may be stored separate from data warehouse
service 300 in object-based storage service 330, in some
embodiments. For example, a leader node, or other process-
ing cluster component, may implement a backup agent or
system that creates and store database backups for a data-
base to be stored as database data 332 in object-based
storage service 330. Database data 332 may include user
data (e.g., tables, rows, column values, etc.) and database
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metadata (e.g., information describing the tables which may
be used to perform queries to a database, such as schema
information, data distribution, range values or other content
descriptors for filtering out portions of a table from a query,
etc.). A timestamp or other sequence value indicating the
version of database data 332 may be maintained in some
embodiments, so that the latest database data 332 may, for
instance, be obtained by a processing cluster in order to
perform queries sent for secondary query performance.

FIG. 4 is a logical block diagram illustrating a stateless
data processing service, according to some embodiments. As
noted above in FIG. 2, stateless data processing service 220
may receive requests to perform processing operations with
respect to data stored 432 stored in a data storage service
(e.g., backup data or other database data, such as other
database tables or data that is not stored according to a
format, schema, or structure like that of data stored in data
warehouse service 300). Processing requests may be
received from a client, such as remote data processing
client(s) 402 (which may another data processing service
210, like data warehouse service 300 or another data pro-
cessing client, such as a database engine/cluster or map
reduce cluster implemented outside of provider network 200
and communicating with stateless data processing service
220 in order to process queries with respect to data stored
within provider network 200 in a data storage service 230 or
to process data stored outside of provider network 200
(when the data is made accessible to stateless data process-
ing service 220).

Stateless data processing service 220 may implement a
control plane 410 and multiple processing node(s) 420 to
execute processing requests received from remote data pro-
cessing client(s) 402. Control plane 410 may arbitrate,
balance, select, or dispatch requests to different processing
node(s) 420 in various embodiments. For example, control
plane 410 may implement interface 412 which may be a
programmatic interface, such as an application program-
ming interface (API), that allows for requests to be format-
ted according to the interface 412 to programmatically
invoke operations. In some embodiments, the API may be
defined to allow operation requests defined as objects of
code generated at and sent from remote data processing
client(s) 402 (based on a query plan generated at remote data
processing client(s) 402) to be compiled or executed in order
to perform the assigned operations at stateless data process-
ing service 220.

In some embodiments, stateless data processing service
220 may implement load balancing 418 to distribute remote
processing requests across different processing node(s) 420.
For example, a remote processing request received via
interface 412 may be directed to a network endpoint for a
load-balancing component of load balancing 418 (e.g., a
load balancing server or node) which may then dispatch the
request to one of processing node(s) 420 according to a load
balancing scheme. A round-robin load balancing, for
instance, may be used to ensure that remote data processing
requests are fairly distributed amongst processing node(s)
420. However, various other load-balancing schemes may
be implemented. As stateless data processing service 220
may receive many remote data processing requests from
multiple remote data processing client(s) 402, load balanc-
ing 418 may ensure that incoming requests are not directed
to busy or overloaded processing node(s) 420.

Stateless data processing service 220 may also implement
resource scaling 414. Resource scaling 414 may detect when
the current request rate or workload upon a current number
of processing node(s) 420 exceeds or falls below over-
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utilization or under-utilization thresholds for processing
nodes. In response to detecting that the request rate or
workload exceeds an over-utilized threshold, for example,
then resources scaling 414 may provision, spin up, activate,
repurpose, reallocate, or otherwise obtain additional pro-
cessing node(s) 420 to processing received remote data
processing requests. Similarly, the number of processing
node(s) 420 could be reduced by resource scaling 414 in the
event that the request rate or workload of processing node(s)
falls below the under-utilization threshold.

Stateless data processing service 220 may also implement
failure management 416 to monitor processing node(s) 420
and other components of stateless data processing service
220 for failure or other health or performance states that may
need to be repaired or replaced. For example, failure man-
agement 416 may detect when a processing node fails or
becomes unavailable (e.g., due to a network partition) by
polling processing node(s) 420 to obtain health or perfor-
mance status information. Failure management may initiate
shutdown or halting of processing at failing processing
node(s) 420 and provision replacement processing node(s)
420.

Processing node(s) 420 may be implemented as separate
computing nodes, servers, or devices, such as computing
systems 900 in FIG. 9, to perform data processing operations
on behalf of remote data processing client(s) 402. Process-
ing node(s) 420 may implement stateless, in-memory pro-
cessing to execute processing operations, in some embodi-
ments. In this way, processing node(s) 420 may have fast
data processing rates. Processing node(s) 420 may imple-
ment client authentication/identification 421 to determine
whether a remote data processing client 402 has the right to
access data 432 in storage service 430. For example, client
authentication/identification 421 may evaluate access cre-
dentials, such as a username and password, token, or other
identity indicator by attempting to connect with storage
service 430 using the provided access credentials. If the
connection attempt is unsuccessful, then the data processing
node 402 may send an error indication to remote data
processing client 402.

Processing node(s) 420 may implement query processing
422 or other features of a query engine which may perform
multiple different sub-queries (e.g., processing operations)
and support multiple different data formats. For example,
query processing 422 may implement separate tuple scan-
ners for each data format which may be used to perform scan
operations that scan data 432 and which may filter or project
from the scanned data, search (e.g., using a regular expres-
sion) or sort (e.g., using a defined sort order) the scanned
data, aggregate values in the scanned data (e.g., count,
minimum value, maximum value, and summation), and/or
group by or limit results in the scanned data. Remote data
processing requests may include an indication of the data
format for data 432 so that query processing 422 may use the
corresponding tuple scanner for data 432. Query processing
422 may, in some embodiments, transform results of opera-
tions into a different data format or schema according to a
specified output data format in the remote data processing
request.

In some embodiments, data 432 may be stored in
encrypted or compressed format. Processing node(s) 420
may implement compression engine(s) 424 to decompress
data 432 according to a compression technique identified for
data 432, such as lossless compression techniques like
run-length encoding, Lempel-Ziv based encoding, or bzip
based encoding. Processing node(s) 420 may implement
encryption engine(s) 426 to decrypt data 432 according to an
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encryption technique and/or encryption credential, such as a
key, identified for data 432, such as symmetric key or
public-private key encryption techniques.

Processing node(s) 420 may implement storage access
428 to format, generate, send and receive requests to access
data 432 in storage service 430. For example, storage access
428 may generate requests to obtain data according to a
programmatic interface for storage service 430. In some
embodiments, other storage access protocols, such as inter-
net small computer interface (iSCSI), may be implemented
to access data 432.

FIG. 5 is a logical block diagram illustrating an example
primary processing cluster of a data warehouse service using
a stateless data processing service that implements second-
ary manager, according to some embodiments. Primary
processing cluster 500 may be data warchouse service
cluster, like processing clusters 320 discussed above with
regard to FIG. 3, or another processing cluster that distrib-
utes execution of a query among multiple processing nodes.
As illustrated in this example, a primary processing cluster
500 may include a leader node 510 and compute nodes 520a,
52056, and 5207, which may communicate with each other
over an interconnect (not illustrated). Leader node 510 may
implement query planning 512 to generate query plan(s),
query execution 514 for executing queries on primary pro-
cessing cluster 500 that perform data processing that can
utilize remote query processing resources for remotely
stored data (e.g., by utilizing one or more query execution
slot(s)/queue(s) 517) and scaling manager 515 for selecting,
routing, directing, or otherwise causing a received query to
be performed using secondary capacity resources (e.g.,
resources that can scale up to handle increased query/data
processing load), such as a secondary processing cluster. As
described herein, each node in a primary processing cluster
500 may include attached storage, such as attached storage
522a, 522b, and 522n, on which a database (or portions
thereof) may be stored on behalf of clients (e.g., users, client
applications, and/or storage service subscribers). In embodi-
ments, the query planning 512 may implement functionality
described for the table scans manager 108 of FIG. 1 (e.g.,
selecting certain table scans and associated operations that
are to be sent to the stateless data processing service and
determining other table scans and associated operations that
are to be performed locally, using attached storage 522). In
embodiments, the attached storage 522 may implement the
data cache 106 of FIG. 1.

Note that in at least some embodiments, query processing
capability may be separated from compute nodes, and thus
in some embodiments, additional components may be
implemented for processing queries. Additionally, it may be
that in some embodiments, no one node in processing cluster
500 is a leader node as illustrated in FIG. 5, but rather
different nodes of the nodes in processing cluster 500 may
act as a leader node or otherwise direct processing of queries
to data stored in processing cluster 500. While nodes of
processing cluster may be implemented on separate systems
or devices, in at least some embodiments, some or all of
processing cluster may be implemented as separate virtual
nodes or instance on the same underlying hardware system
(e.g., on a same server).

In at least some embodiments, primary processing cluster
500 may be implemented as part of a data warehouse
service, as discussed above with regard to FIG. 3, or another
one of data processing service(s) 210. Leader node 510 may
manage communications with clients, such as clients 250
discussed above with regard to FIG. 2. For example, leader
node 510 may be a server that receives a query 501 from
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various client programs (e.g., applications) and/or subscrib-
ers (users), then parses them and develops an execution plan
(e.g., query plan(s)) to carry out the associated database
operation(s)). More specifically, leader node 510 may
develop the series of steps necessary to obtain results for the
query. Query 501 may be directed to data that is stored both
locally within processing cluster 500 (e.g., at one or more of
compute nodes 520) and data stored remotely (which may be
accessible by stateless data processing service 220). Leader
node 510 may also manage the communications among
compute nodes 520 instructed to carry out database opera-
tions for data stored in the processing cluster 500. For
example, node-specific query instructions 504 may be gen-
erated or compiled code by query execution 514 that is
distributed by leader node 510 to various ones of the
compute nodes 520 to carry out the steps needed to perform
query 501, including executing the code to generate inter-
mediate results of query 501 at individual compute nodes
may be sent back to the leader node 510. Leader node 510
may receive data and query responses or results from
compute nodes 520 in order to determine a final result 503
for query 501. A database schema, data format and/or other
metadata information for the data stored among the compute
nodes, such as the data tables stored in the cluster, may be
managed and stored by leader node 510. Query planning 512
may account for remotely stored data by generating node-
specific query instructions that include remote operations to
be directed by individual compute node(s). As discussed in
more detail below with regard to FIG. 7, a leader node may
implement scaling manager 515 to send 506 a query plan
generated by query planning 512 to be performed at a
secondary processing cluster and return results 508 received
from the secondary processing cluster to a client as part of
results 503. In this way, secondary query processing may
occur without client application changes to establish a
separate connection or communication scheme with second-
ary processing resources, allowing for seamless scaling
between primary and secondary processing capacity.

In at least some embodiments, a result cache 519 may be
implemented as part of leader node 510. For example, as
query results are generated, the results may also be stored in
result cache 519 (or pointers to storage locations that store
the results either in primary processing cluster 500 or in
external storage locations), in some embodiments. Result
cache 519 may be used instead of secondary capacity, in
some embodiments, by recognizing queries which would
otherwise be sent to a secondary processing cluster to be
performed that have results stored in result cache 519.
Various caching strategies (e.g., LRU, FIFO, etc.) for result
cache 519 may be implemented, in some embodiments.
Although not illustrated in FIG. 4, result cache 519 could be
stored in other storage systems (e.g., other storage services,
such as a NoSQL database) and/or could store sub-query
results for requests to stateless data processing service 220
instead of or in addition to full query results).

Processing cluster 500 may also include compute nodes,
such as compute nodes 520a, 5205, and 520n. Compute
nodes 520, may for example, be implemented on servers or
other computing devices, such as those described below
with regard to computer system 900 in FIG. 9, and each may
include individual query processing “slices” defined, for
example, for each core of a server’s multi-core processor,
one or more query processing engine(s), such as query
engine(s) 524a, 524b, and 524n, to execute the instructions
504 or otherwise perform the portions of the query plan
assigned to the compute node. Query engine(s) 524 may
access a certain memory and disk space in order to process
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a portion of the workload for a query (or other database
operation) that is sent to one or more of the compute nodes
520. Query engine 524 may access attached storage, such as
522a,522b, and 522n, to perform local operation(s), such as
local operations 5184, 51856, and 518# (e.g., table scans and
associated operations that were not selected for processing
by the stateless data processing service 220). For example,
query engine 524 may scan data in attached storage 522,
access indexes, perform joins, semi joins, aggregations, or
any other processing operation(s) assigned to the compute
node 520.

Query engine 524a may also direct the execution of
remote data processing operations, by providing remote
operation(s), such as remote operations 516a, 5165, and
516n, to remote data processing clients, such as remote data
processing client 526a, 5265, and 526%. Remote data pro-
cessing clients 526 may be implemented by a client library,
plugin, driver or other component that sends request sub-
queries, such as sub-quer(ies) 532a, 5325, and 532n to
stateless data processing service 220. As noted above, in
some embodiments, stateless data processing service 220
may implement a common network endpoint to which
request sub-quer(ies) 532 are directed, and then may dis-
patch the requests to respective processing nodes, such as
processing nodes 540a, 5405, and 540z. Remote data pro-
cessing clients 526 may read, process, or otherwise obtain
results from processing nodes, including partial results of
different operations (e.g., aggregation operations) and may
provide sub-query result(s), including result(s) 534a, 5345,
and 534c, back to query engine(s) 524, which may further
process, combine, and or include them with results of
location operations 518 (e.g., results of table scans and
associated operations that were performed locally, on the
attached storage/data cache). In some embodiments, the
remote operations (e.g., selected table scan(s) and associated
operations) may be sent from the query engine (e.g., query
engine 524q) to a processing node of the stateless data
processing service 220 (e.g., node 540a), and may receive
results from the processing node, without the use of an
intermediate client (e.g., remote data processing client
526a).

Compute nodes 520 may send intermediate results from
queries back to leader node 510 for final result generation
(e.g., combining, aggregating, modifying, joining, etc.).
Remote data processing clients 526 may retry sub-query
request(s) 532 that do not return within a retry threshold. As
stateless data processing service 220 may be stateless,
processing operation failures at processing node(s) 540 may
not be recovered or taken over by other processing nodes
540, remote data processing clients 526 may track the
success or failure of requested operation(s) 532, and perform
retries when needed.

Attached storage 522 may be implemented as one or more
of'any type of storage devices and/or storage system suitable
for storing data accessible to the compute nodes, including,
but not limited to: redundant array of inexpensive disks
(RAID) devices, disk drives (e.g., hard disk drives or solid
state drives) or arrays of disk drives such as Just a Bunch Of
Disks (JBOD), (used to refer to disks that are not imple-
mented according to RAID), optical storage devices, tape
drives, RAM disks, Storage Area Network (SAN), Network
Access Storage (NAS), or combinations thereof. In various
embodiments, disks may be formatted to store database
tables (e.g., in column-oriented data formats or other data
formats).
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FIG. 6 is a logical block diagram illustrating an example
of selecting between hydration-based scanning and stateless
scale-out scanning to improve query performance, according
to some embodiments.

In the depicted embodiment, a primary processing cluster
602 of a stateful data processing service may select between
hydration-based scanning and stateless scale-out scanning
for each table scan of a query, as described herein. As shown,
if the primary processing cluster 602 selects a table scan(s)
to be processed by a stateless data processing service, then
the primary processing cluster 602 may send an indication of
the table scan to a stateless data processing fleet 604 (e.g.,
a group of any number of nodes) of the stateless data
processing service, which performs the table scan on tiered
storage (e.g., scan/select/project) and then sends the remote
results back to the primary processing cluster 602. In the
depicted embodiment, the results are sent back to a remote
scan/project node(s) of the primary processing cluster. The
remote scan/project node(s) may receive any number of
remote results from any number of different fleets of the
stateless data processing service (e.g., concurrently and/or in
parallel), where each remote result is for a remote table scan
of the query that is performed by the stateless data process-
ing service.

The primary processing cluster 602 may copy table data
from the tiered storage 606 into local storage (e.g., data
cache 106) and perform other table scan(s) (e.g., the table
scans that were not selected to be processed by the stateless
data processing service) on the copied table data (e.g.,
scan/project operations) to generate other results. Similar to
the remote scan/project node(s) discussed above, the local
scan/project node(s) of the primary processing cluster may
receive any number of local results (e.g., concurrently and/or
in parallel), where each local result is for a local table scan
of'the query that is performed by the stateful data processing
service (e.g., by the primary processing cluster 602). The
primary processing cluster 602 may receive the local results
from the local scan/project node(s) and the remote results
from the remote scan/project node(s) and perform other data
processing operations on the local results and the other
remote results (e.g., join/aggregate/sort) to generate a final
query result. The primary processing cluster 602 may then
return the query result to the client.

Although FIGS. 2-6 have been described and illustrated in
the context of a provider network implementing different
data processing services, like a data warehousing service,
the various components illustrated and described in FIGS.
2-6 may be easily applied to other data processing systems
that can utilize a stateless data processing service to perform
tables scans and/or other operations. As such, FIGS. 2-6 are
not intended to be limiting as to other embodiments of
caching results for sub-queries to different data store loca-
tions.

FIG. 7 is a high-level flowchart illustrating methods and
techniques to implement selecting between hydration-based
scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance, according to some embodiments. Various dif-
ferent systems and devices may implement the various
methods and techniques described below, either singly or
working together. Different combinations of services imple-
mented in different provider networks operated by different
entities may implement some or all of the methods (e.g., a
data warehouse cluster in a service of a first provider
network, an intermediate data processing service in a second
provider network, and a data set stored in a service of a third
provider network). Different types of query engines or
non-distributed query performance platforms may imple-
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ment these techniques. Alternatively, various other combi-
nations of different systems and devices located within or
without provider networks may implement the below tech-
niques. Therefore, the above examples and or any other
systems or devices referenced as performing the illustrated
method, are not intended to be limiting as to other different
components, modules, systems, or devices.

As indicated at block 702, a stateful data processing
service receives a query for a database. The query may
indicate any number of table scans. At block 704, the service
determines whether there is another table scan of the query
to process. If so, then at block 706, the service determines
whether the table scan meets one or more selection criteria.
If not, the process returns to block 704. If so, then at block
708, the service selects the table scan. The process returns to
block 704.

Atblock 704, if there are no more table scans in the query,
then at block 710, the service sends an indication of the
selected table scans to the stateless data processing service.
At block 712, the stateless data processing service receives
the indication of selected table scans. At block 714, the
stateless data processing service performs the selected scans
on the respective tables to generate results. At block 716, the
stateless data processing service sends the results back to the
stateful data processing service. In some embodiments, the
results of the table scan (e.g., formatted query results) and/or
table data are not cached by the stateless data processing
service, due to the stateless nature of the stateless data
processing service. In some embodiments, the results of the
table scan (e.g., formatted query results) and/or table data
may be cached for at least a period of time, so that the results
and/or table data may be available for a subsequent query/
table scan made by the client.

Atblock 718, the stateful data processing service receives
the results from the stateless data processing service. At
block 720, the stateful data processing service copies, from
the database to the local data cache, at least a portion (or all)
of the other tables to be used for other table scans (unless
table data is already present in the data cache). At block 722,
the stateful data processing service performs remaining table
scans to generate other results. At block 724, the stateful data
processing service generates a query result based on the
results and other results. At block 726, the stateful data
processing service sends the query result to the client.

FIG. 8 is a high-level flowchart illustrating methods and
techniques to implement selecting between hydration-based
scanning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance, according to some embodiments.

As indicated at 802, the stateful data processing service
receives a query for a database. The query indicates table
scans to be performed on the database. At block 804, the
service determines if there is another table scan of the query
to process. If so, then at block 806, the service determines
if cached data for the table scan is less than a threshold
amount (e.g., if the amount of data of the target table for the
data scan is less than 100 MB). If not, the process returns to
804, because the stateful data processing service can per-
form that table scan locally to take advantage of the locally
cached data for that table. If the cached data is less than the
threshold amount of data, then at block 808, the service
determines if the table is also used by other table scans of the
same query (or if the table is also used by at least a threshold
number of other table scans of the same query). If so, then
the process returns to 804, because the stateful data pro-
cessing service can take advantage of the local data cache to
provide faster results for multiple table scans, once the table
data is locally cached. If not, then at block 810, the service
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determines if the size of the table is above a threshold size
(e.g., to take advantage of the ability of the stateless data
processing service to execute table scans faster than the
stateful service). If not, then the process returns to 804.

If the size of the table is above the threshold size, then at
block 812, the service determines if the number of requests
to be made for the table scan by the stateless service is above
a threshold number in order to take advantage of the stateless
data processing service to perform higher throughput queries
(e.g., the number of parallel/concurrent requests to be made
to execute the table scan on the database). If not, the process
returns to 804. If so, then the service selects the table scan
at block 814. At block 804, if there are no more table scans
to process, then at block 816, the service sends an indication
of the selected table scans to the stateless data processing
service.

The depicted example is just one example embodiment of
a certain number of criteria that are checked in a particular
order. In various embodiments, any number of criteria may
be used, and in any particular order. Moreover, any number
of other criterium may be used when determining whether to
select a table scan to be processed remotely by the stateless
service. Another example of a criterium that may be used is
computer resource usage/complexity. If the stateful data
processing service determines that compute resource usage
to perform a table scan is above a threshold amount, then it
may select the table scan to be processed remotely by the
stateless service; if not, then it may process the table scan
locally.

In embodiments, the stateful data processing service may
determine that the compute resource usage to perform a
table scan is above a threshold amount if the determined
complexity of the table scan is above a threshold amount
(e.g., above a quantified complexity, such as a complexity of
5 on a complexity scale between 0 and 10). For example, a
table scan that has a larger number of predicates and/or a
larger usage of compute resources for predicates may deter-
mined by the stateful service to have a higher complexity
than another table scan with fewer predicates and/or less
usage of compute resources for predicates. As an example,
a table scan that uses regular expressions may have a higher
complexity than another table scan that has no regular
expressions and that uses simpler computations, such a
computing a count or an average.

The methods described herein may in various embodi-
ments be implemented by any combination of hardware and
software. For example, in one embodiment, the methods
may be implemented by a computer system (e.g., a computer
system as in FIG. 9) that includes one or more processors
executing program instructions stored on a computer-read-
able storage medium coupled to the processors. The program
instructions may implement the functionality described
herein (e.g., the functionality of various servers and other
components that implement the network-based virtual com-
puting resource provider described herein). The various
methods as illustrated in the figures and described herein
represent example embodiments of methods. The order of
any method may be changed, and various elements may be
added, reordered, combined, omitted, modified, etc.

Embodiments of selecting between hydration-based scan-
ning and stateless scale-out scanning to improve query
performance as described herein may be executed on one or
more computer systems, which may interact with various
other devices. One such computer system is illustrated by
FIG. 9. In different embodiments, computer system 900 may
be any of various types of devices, including, but not limited
to, a personal computer system, desktop computer, laptop,
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notebook, or netbook computer, mainframe computer sys-
tem, handheld computer, workstation, network computer, a
camera, a set top box, a mobile device, a consumer device,
video game console, handheld video game device, applica-
tion server, storage device, a peripheral device such as a
switch, modem, router, or in general any type of computing
node, compute node, computing device, compute device, or
electronic device.

In the illustrated embodiment, computer system 900
includes one or more processors 910 coupled to a system
memory 920 via an input/output (I/O) interface 930. Com-
puter system 900 further includes a network interface 940
coupled to 1/O interface 930, and one or more input/output
devices 950, such as cursor control device 960, keyboard
970, and display(s) 980. Display(s) 980 may include stan-
dard computer monitor(s) and/or other display systems,
technologies or devices. In at least some implementations,
the input/output devices 950 may also include a touch- or
multi-touch enabled device such as a pad or tablet via which
a user enters input via a stylus-type device and/or one or
more digits. In some embodiments, it is contemplated that
embodiments may be implemented using a single instance of
computer system 900, while in other embodiments multiple
such systems, or multiple nodes making up computer system
900, may host different portions or instances of embodi-
ments. For example, in one embodiment some elements may
be implemented via one or more nodes of computer system
900 that are distinct from those nodes implementing other
elements.

In various embodiments, computer system 900 may be a
uniprocessor system including one processor 910, or a
multiprocessor system including several processors 910
(e.g., two, four, eight, or another suitable number). Proces-
sors 910 may be any suitable processor capable of executing
instructions. For example, in various embodiments, proces-
sors 910 may be general-purpose or embedded processors
implementing any of a variety of instruction set architectures
(ISAs), such as the x86, PowerPC, SPARC, or MIPS ISAs,
or any other suitable ISA. In multiprocessor systems, each of
processors 910 may commonly, but not necessarily, imple-
ment the same ISA.

In some embodiments, at least one processor 910 may be
a graphics processing unit. A graphics processing unit or
GPU may be considered a dedicated graphics-rendering
device for a personal computer, workstation, game console
or other computing or electronic device. Modern GPUs may
be very efficient at manipulating and displaying computer
graphics, and their highly parallel structure may make them
more effective than typical CPUs for a range of complex
graphical algorithms. For example, a graphics processor
may implement a number of graphics primitive operations in
a way that makes executing them much faster than drawing
directly to the screen with a host central processing unit
(CPU). In various embodiments, graphics rendering may, at
least in part, be implemented by program instructions that
execute on one of, or parallel execution on two or more of,
such GPUs. The GPU(s) may implement one or more
application programmer interfaces (APIs) that permit pro-
grammers to invoke the functionality of the GPU(s). Suit-
able GPUs may be commercially available from vendors
such as NVIDIA Corporation, ATI Technologies (AMD),
and others.

System memory 920 may store program instructions
and/or data accessible by processor 910. In various embodi-
ments, system memory 920 may be implemented using any
suitable memory technology, such as static random access
memory (SRAM), synchronous dynamic RAM (SDRAM),
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nonvolatile/Flash-type memory, or any other type of
memory. In the illustrated embodiment, program instruc-
tions and data implementing desired functions, such as those
described above are shown stored within system memory
920 as program instructions 925 and data storage 935,
respectively. In other embodiments, program instructions
and/or data may be received, sent or stored upon different
types of computer-accessible media or on similar media
separate from system memory 920 or computer system 900.
Generally speaking, a non-transitory, computer-readable
storage medium may include storage media or memory
media such as magnetic or optical media, e.g., disk or
CD/DVD-ROM coupled to computer system 900 via [/O
interface 930. Program instructions and data stored via a
computer-readable medium may be transmitted by transmis-
sion media or signals such as electrical, electromagnetic, or
digital signals, which may be conveyed via a communica-
tion medium such as a network and/or a wireless link, such
as may be implemented via network interface 940.

In one embodiment, 1/0 interface 930 may coordinate I/O
traffic between processor 910, system memory 920, and any
peripheral devices in the device, including network interface
940 or other peripheral interfaces, such as input/output
devices 950. In some embodiments, I/O interface 930 may
perform any necessary protocol, timing or other data trans-
formations to convert data signals from one component
(e.g., system memory 920) into a format suitable for use by
another component (e.g., processor 910). In some embodi-
ments, /O interface 930 may include support for devices
attached through various types of peripheral buses, such as
a variant of the Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI)
bus standard or the Universal Serial Bus (USB) standard, for
example. In some embodiments, the function of I/O inter-
face 930 may be split into two or more separate components,
such as a north bridge and a south bridge, for example. In
addition, in some embodiments some or all of the function-
ality of /O interface 930, such as an interface to system
memory 920, may be incorporated directly into processor
910.

Network interface 940 may allow data to be exchanged
between computer system 900 and other devices attached to
a network, such as other computer systems, or between
nodes of computer system 900. In various embodiments,
network interface 940 may support communication via
wired or wireless general data networks, such as any suitable
type of Ethernet network, for example; via telecommunica-
tions/telephony networks such as analog voice networks or
digital fiber communications networks; via storage area
networks such as Fibre Channel SANs, or via any other
suitable type of network and/or protocol.

Input/output devices 950 may, in some embodiments,
include one or more display terminals, keyboards, keypads,
touchpads, scanning devices, voice or optical recognition
devices, or any other devices suitable for entering or retriev-
ing data by one or more computer system 900. Multiple
input/output devices 950 may be present in computer system
900 or may be distributed on various nodes of computer
system 900. In some embodiments, similar input/output
devices may be separate from computer system 900 and may
interact with one or more nodes of computer system 900
through a wired or wireless connection, such as over net-
work interface 940.

As shown in FIG. 9, memory 920 may include program
instructions 925, that implement the various methods and
techniques as described herein, and data storage 935, com-
prising various data accessible by program instructions 925.
In one embodiment, program instructions 925 may include
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software elements of embodiments as described herein and
as illustrated in the Figures. Data storage 935 may include
data that may be used in embodiments. In other embodi-
ments, other or different software elements and data may be
included.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that computer
system 900 is merely illustrative and is not intended to limit
the scope of the techniques as described herein. In particular,
the computer system and devices may include any combi-
nation of hardware or software that can perform the indi-
cated functions, including a computer, personal computer
system, desktop computer, laptop, notebook, or netbook
computer, mainframe computer system, handheld computer,
workstation, network computer, a camera, a set top box, a
mobile device, network device, internet appliance, PDA,
wireless phones, pagers, a consumer device, video game
console, handheld video game device, application server,
storage device, a peripheral device such as a switch, modem,
router, or in general any type of computing or electronic
device. Computer system 900 may also be connected to
other devices that are not illustrated, or instead may operate
as a stand-alone system. In addition, the functionality pro-
vided by the illustrated components may in some embodi-
ments be combined in fewer components or distributed in
additional components. Similarly, in some embodiments, the
functionality of some of the illustrated components may not
be provided and/or other additional functionality may be
available.

Those skilled in the art will also appreciate that, while
various items are illustrated as being stored in memory or on
storage while being used, these items or portions of them
may be transferred between memory and other storage
devices for purposes of memory management and data
integrity. Alternatively, in other embodiments some or all of
the software components may execute in memory on another
device and communicate with the illustrated computer sys-
tem via inter-computer communication. Some or all of the
system components or data structures may also be stored
(e.g., as instructions or structured data) on a computer-
accessible medium or a portable article to be read by an
appropriate drive, various examples of which are described
above. In some embodiments, instructions stored on a non-
transitory, computer-accessible medium separate from com-
puter system 900 may be transmitted to computer system
900 via transmission media or signals such as electrical,
electromagnetic, or digital signals, conveyed via a commu-
nication medium such as a network and/or a wireless link.
Various embodiments may further include receiving, send-
ing or storing instructions and/or data implemented in accor-
dance with the foregoing description upon a computer-
accessible medium. Accordingly, the present invention may
be practiced with other computer system configurations.

It is noted that any of the distributed system embodiments
described herein, or any of their components, may be
implemented as one or more web services. In some embodi-
ments, a network-based service may be implemented by a
software and/or hardware system designed to support
interoperable machine-to-machine interaction over a net-
work. A network-based service may have an interface
described in a machine-processable format, such as the Web
Services Description Language (WSDL). Other systems
may interact with the web service in a manner prescribed by
the description of the network-based service’s interface. For
example, the network-based service may define various
operations that other systems may invoke, and may define a
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particular application programming interface (API) to which
other systems may be expected to conform when requesting
the various operations.

In various embodiments, a network-based service may be
requested or invoked through the use of a message that
includes parameters and/or data associated with the net-
work-based services request. Such a message may be for-
matted according to a particular markup language such as
Extensible Markup Language (XML), and/or may be encap-
sulated using a protocol such as Simple Object Access
Protocol (SOAP). To perform a web services request, a
network-based services client may assemble a message
including the request and convey the message to an address-
able endpoint (e.g., a Uniform Resource Locator (URL))
corresponding to the web service, using an Internet-based
application layer transfer protocol such as Hypertext Trans-
fer Protocol (HTTP).

In some embodiments, web services may be implemented
using Representational State Transfer (“RESTful”) tech-
niques rather than message-based techniques. For example,
a web service implemented according to a RESTful tech-
nique may be invoked through parameters included within
an HTTP method such as PUT, GET, or DELETE, rather
than encapsulated within a SOAP message.

The various methods as illustrated in the FIGS. and
described herein represent example embodiments of meth-
ods. The methods may be implemented in software, hard-
ware, or a combination thereof. The order of method may be
changed, and various elements may be added, reordered,
combined, omitted, modified, etc.

Various modifications and changes may be made as would
be obvious to a person skilled in the art having the benefit
of this disclosure. It is intended that the invention embrace
all such modifications and changes and, accordingly, the
above description to be regarded in an illustrative rather than
a restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:
1. A system, comprising:
one or more processors; and
one or more memotries, wherein the one or more memo-
ries have stored thereon instructions, which when
executed by the one or more processors of a provider
network, cause the one or more processors to imple-
ment a stateful data processing service for a plurality of
clients, wherein the stateful data processing service is
configured to, for a given client of the plurality of
clients:
receive, from the client, a query for a database, wherein
the query indicates at least a plurality of table scans
and associated operations to be performed on a
plurality of tables of the database;
select, based on one or more criteria, one or more table
scans and associated operations from among the
plurality of table scans and associated operations;
send an indication of the one or more table scans and
associated operations to a stateless data processing
service; and
one or more other processors; and
one or more other memories, wherein the one or more
other memories have stored thereon instructions, which
when executed by the one or more other processors of
a provider network, cause the one or more other pro-
cessors to implement a stateless data processing service
for the plurality of clients, wherein the stateless data
processing service is configured to, for the given client:
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receive, from the stateful data processing service, the
indication of one or more table scans and associated
operations;
perform the one or more table scans and associated
operations on respective tables of the database to
generate one or more results; and
send the one or more results to the stateful data pro-
cessing service; and wherein
the stateful data processing service is further configured
to, for the given client:
receive, from the stateless data processing service, the
one or more results;
copy, from the database to a data cache, at least a
portion of one or more other tables of the database to
be used for one or more other table scans and
associated operations of the plurality of table scans
and associated operations;
perform the one or more other table scans and associ-
ated operations on the data cache to generate one or
more other results;
generate a query result based at least on the one or more
results and the one or more other results; and
send the query result to the client.
2. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein to select,
based on one or more criteria, the one or more table scans
and associated operations from among the plurality of table
scans and associated operations, the stateful data processing
service is further configured to, for individual ones of the
one or more table scans and associated operations:
determine that an amount of time to perform the table scan
and associated operations by the stateless data process-
ing service will be less than an amount of time to
perform the table scan and associated operations by the
stateful data processing service.
3. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein to select,
based on one or more criteria, the one or more table scans
and associated operations from among the plurality of table
scans and associated operations, the stateful data processing
service is further configured to, for individual ones of the
one or more table scans and associated operations, determine
one or more of:
a size of a table to be scanned by the table scan is above
a threshold size, or

a number of requests to be made by the stateless data
processing service to perform the table scan is above a
threshold number.

4. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein to select,
based on one or more criteria, the one or more table scans
and associated operations from among the plurality of table
scans and associated operations, the stateful data processing
service is further configured to, for individual ones of the
one or more table scans and associated operations, determine
that:

no data of a table to be scanned by the table scan is stored

by the stateful data processing service, or

an amount of data of the table to be scanned by the table

scan that is stored by the stateful data processing
service is less than a threshold amount.

5. The system as recited in claim 1, wherein to select,
based on one or more criteria, the one or more table scans
and associated operations from among the plurality of table
scans and associated operations, the stateful data processing
service is further configured to, for individual ones of the
one or more table scans and associated operations, determine
that:

an amount of data returned by the table scan and associ-

ated operations is less than a threshold amount.
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6. A method, comprising:
performing, by a plurality of computing devices of a
provider network:
performing, by a stateful data processing service for a
given client of the stateful data processing service:
receiving, from the client, a query for a database,
wherein the query indicates at least one or more
table scans and associated operations to be per-
formed on one or more tables of the database, and
wherein at least a portion of the one or more other
tables is stored by a data cache of the stateful data
processing service;
selecting, based on one or more criteria, at least one
of the one or more table scans and associated
operations;
sending an indication of the at least one table scan
and associated operations to a stateless data pro-
cessing service;
performing, by the stateless data processing service:
receiving, from the stateful data processing service,
the indication of the at least one table scan and
associated operations;
performing the at least one table scan and associated
operations on respective tables of the database to
generate one or more results; and
sending the one or more results to the stateful data
processing service; and
performing, by the stateful data processing service:
receiving, from the stateless data processing service,
the one or more results;
generating a query result based at least on the one or
more results;
sending the query result to the client.

7. The method as recited in claim 6, further comprising
performing at least one other data scan on the data cache to
generate one or more other results, and wherein generating
the query result comprises:

generating the query result based at least on the one or

more results and the one or more other results.
8. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein selecting,
based on one or more criteria, at least one of the one or more
table scans and associated operations comprises:
determining a size of a table to be scanned by the at least
one table scan is above a threshold size; and

determining a number of requests to be made by the
stateless data processing service to perform the at least
one table scan is above a threshold number.

9. The method as recited in claim 8, wherein performing
the at least one table scan and associated operations on
respective tables of the database to generate one or more
results comprises:

performing the number of requests in parallel to perform

the at least one table scan.

10. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein selecting,
based on one or more criteria, at least one of the one or more
table scans and associated operations comprises:

determining that an amount of data of the at least one table

to be scanned by the table scan that is stored by the
stateful data processing service is less than a threshold
amount.

11. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein selecting,
based on one or more criteria, at least one of the one or more
table scans and associated operations comprises:

determining that a table used by the at least one table scan

is not used by other table scans of the query.
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12. The method as recited in claim 6, wherein selecting,
based on one or more criteria, at least one of the one or more
table scans and associated operations comprises:

determining that compute resource usage to perform the at

least one table scan and associated operations is above
a threshold amount.
13. The method as recited in claim 6, further comprising:
performing, by the stateful data processing service:
performing another of the one or more table scans and
associated operations on at least a portion of a table
of the database that is cached by the stateful data
processing service.
14. The method as recited in claim 6, further comprising:
performing, by the stateless data processing service, sub-
sequent to sending the one or more results to the
stateful data processing service:
receiving, from the stateful data processing service, an
indication of another table scan and associated
operations, wherein the other table scan and associ-
ated operations is indicated by a different query
received by the stateful data processing service from
a different client of the stateful data processing
service;
performing the other table scan and associated opera-
tions on a table of another database to generate one
or more other results; and
sending the one or more other results to the stateful data
processing service.
15. One or more non-transitory computer-accessible stor-
age media storing program instructions that when executed
on or across one or more processors cause the one or more
processors to implement a stateful data processing service
to:
receive, from a client, a query for a database, wherein the
query indicates at least one or more table scans and
associated operations to be performed on one or more
tables of a plurality of tables of the database, and
wherein at least a portion of the plurality of tables is
stored by a data cache of the stateful data processing
service;
select, based on one or more criteria, at least one of the
one or more table scans and associated operations;

send an indication of the at least one table scan and
associated operations to a stateless data processing
service;
receive, from the stateless data processing service, one or
more results, wherein the one or more results are based
on performance, by the stateless data processing ser-
vice, of the at least one table scan and associated
operations on respective tables of the database;

generate a query result based at least on the one or more
results; and

send the query result to the client.
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16. The one or more storage media as recited in claim 15,
wherein to select, based on one or more criteria, at least one
of'the one or more table scans and associated operations, the
program instructions when executed on or across the one or
more processors further cause the one or more processors to:

determine that an amount of time to perform the at least

one table scan and associated operations by the state-
less data processing service will be less than an amount
of time to perform the at least one table scan and
associated operations by the stateful data processing
service.

17. The one or more storage media as recited in claim 15,
wherein to select, based on one or more criteria, at least one
of'the one or more table scans and associated operations, the
program instructions when executed on or across the one or
more processors further cause the one or more processors to
determine one or more of:

a size of a table to be scanned by the at least one table scan

is above a threshold size, or

a number of requests to be made by the stateless data

processing service to perform the at least one table scan
is above a threshold number.

18. The one or more storage media as recited in claim 15,
wherein to select, based on one or more criteria, at least one
of'the one or more table scans and associated operations, the
program instructions when executed on or across the one or
more processors further cause the one or more processors to:

determine that an amount of data of the at least one table

to be scanned by the table scan that is stored by the
stateful data processing service is less than a threshold
amount.

19. The one or more storage media as recited in claim 15,
wherein to select, based on one or more criteria, at least one
of'the one or more table scans and associated operations, the
program instructions when executed on or across the one or
more processors further cause the one or more processors to:

determine, based on an execution history of previous table

scans and associated operations that were performed by
the stateless data processing service, that an amount of
time to perform the at least one table scan and associ-
ated operations by the stateless data processing service
will be less than an amount of time to perform the at
least one table scan and associated operations by the
stateful data processing service.

20. The one or more storage media as recited in claim 15,
wherein the program instructions when executed on or
across the one or more processors further cause the one or
more processors to:

perform another of the one or more table scans and

associated operations on the data cache to generate one
or more other results, wherein the query result com-
prises the one or more results and the one or more other
results.
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